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Students’ Reading 
Habits and Library 

Use from PISA 2009



• Administered every three years
• Focuses on reading, math, and science in 

successive administrations
• 2009 exam focused on reading

The PISA Exam

http://www.oecd.org/pisa/home/
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/home/


Reading Performance Overall 



2012 Reading Performance



Reading Improvement, 2000-2012



• Developed countries may have hit a 
peak in reading scores.
• Or teens may be spending their 

time doing things other than 
reading. 

• Developing countries are improving 
rapidly. 

Implications



Leisure Reading



Books in Home, 2009
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Leisure Reading, 2009



Leisure Reading by Ability, 2009



Reading Enjoyment, 2009



Formats Read, 2009



Most-Read Format by Country, 2009



Most-Read Format by Country, 2009
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Most-Read Format by Country, 2009
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Most-Read Format by Country, 2009
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Most-Read Format by Country, 2009
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Most-Read Format by Country, 2009
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• Teens in less developed countries 
spend more time reading and enjoy 
reading more. 

• Newspapers and magazines are oft-
read formats. 

• Librarians need to expose teens to a 
broad variety of resources. 

Implications



ICT Use and Reading



Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012
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Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012
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Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012
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Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012
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Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012
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Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012
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Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012
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Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012

450.6

494.2

508.8

503.8

485.8

492.2

420

430

440

450

460

470

480

490

500

510

520

Never or hardly ever Once or twice a month Once or twice a week Almost every day Every day Total

Reading Score by Practical Information, 2012



Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012
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Reading Score and ICT Use, 2012
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• As frequency of email, social 
networking, and online news 
reading increase, reading scores 
increase. 

• Librarians can work with teachers 
and others to strengthen students’ 
online skills and reading skills.  

Implications
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